The effects of abdominal hysterectomy on bladder neck and urinary incontinence.
We assessed the bladder neck (BN) by perineal ultrasonography of 39 patients before and 1 year after hysterectomy, and we compared them with 30 control cases in terms of stress urinary incontinence. We evaluated the BN position and mobility in the downwards and backwards directions. The bladder neck was found to be significantly lower at rest, in the downwards direction, in the postoperative period. The stress position of the BN was not significantly different. Its downwards mobility decreased, but not significantly. There was no significant difference in the location of the BN with respect to the pubis, at rest and during stress, in the backwards direction, between the preoperative and postoperative periods. Backwards mobility of the BN decreased significantly following hysterectomy. Stress incontinence was not significantly different between the study group and the control group after one year. We concluded that hysterectomy did not weaken urethral support and did not increase the rate of stress incontinence.